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Research on Bird Totem in Haidai
—Also on Bird Totem Carving Signs and the Origin of Chinese Character

Liu Dezeng
( Qilu Normal University Jinan 250013 China)

Abstract: Totem worship in Chinese ancient times has been the subject matter of the academic community. There are two tenden—
cies on the research of this matter which are “Pan-Totem Theory” seeing as totem all the patterns like fishes birds flowers
carved on the ancient ceramics found archaeologically and “Totem Negation Theory” with Mr. Zhang Guangzhi as representation
deeming documentary records or archaeological findings insufficient to testify the totem worship existing since remote antiquity times.
Based on remote antiquity findings and integrated with documentary records and folk-custom survey this paper is to attest that there
does exist totem worship in far ancient Haidai Region which is the only totem worship in far ancient times that could be testified up
till now. The bird totem worship in Haidai Region helped urge the development of Chinese character germination.

Key Words: Haidai; Totem; Bird totem worship; Origin of Chinese character



