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A Study on the Myths for the Origin of the Shui Characters
DENG Zhangying

Abstract: The Shui people have their own traditional characters with wonderful myths. These myths
are of various types with uniform narrative structure including the origin of the Shui char—
acters the conflicts between the Shui character creator and saints the damage done to
Shui Scripts and the formation of reverse writing of Shui characters. It is assumed that
the tales show some of the ancient Shui people’ s social conditions and concepts in crea—
ting their own language.
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