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Writing

writing
system of human visual
communication using signs or symbols that are
associated by convention with unites of
language—meanings or sounds—and are
recorded on the surfaces of such substances as

paper stone clay or wood. (
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The Origin of Writing

ZHENG Ye-u
( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871  China)

Abstract: The present paper starting from the definition of writing analyses the definitions made by
Aristotle and Yang Xiong a Chinese scholar of Western Han Dynasty and the differences in this regard
between Leibniz — Derrida and Saussure. The philological conceptions of Tang Lan Chen Mengjia are also
analyzed. The paper maintains that the inscription on pottery are not writing refuting the argument that writing
originates from conventionality and pointing out that it is none other than the state power as a part of the social
system that initiates writing. Subsequently the paper analyses the assumption on clay token as explain the
origin of writing in the Valley of the Tigris and Euphrates positing that economic need does not constitute a
sufficient condition for the creation of writing that the state administrative authorities are the prime motivator.
Based on analysis of the oracle bone inscriptions that can be traced back to Shang Dynasty in China and the
“eroup of augurs” the paper further argues that “the incubation of writing might take a long period and a
shorter one; during the former period multiple visual symbols including inscription on pottery emerge and the
latter marks the initial stage of writing system. ” In the paper the different ways of constitution of the Egyptian
hieroglyphic writing and of the Chinese characters are examined in comparison; also investigated in particular
are the difference between the two modes of sound borrowed words and why the origin of alphabetic writing is
triggered off by the Egyptian hieroglyphic writing. The paper expounds the impact of the Chinese character and
the Greek alphabet on the differences between the Eastern and the Western civilizations concluding that in
both macroscopic and microscopic terms it was is and will be crucially important to put equal emphasis on
oral expression and writing in the intellectual life of mankind.

Keywords: origin of writing; clay token; devine specialists; sound borrowed words; alphabet



