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Research on the Origin of the Culture of Harmony($0)
(from the Literal Aspect)

REN lJifang, XIANG Heping

(School of Literature, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
School of Foreign Languiges, Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, China)

Abstract: In the ancient documents, “grain”(’K) and “harmony” (i) were interchangeable. This provides a clue to the
origin of “harmony” (). Shuowen points out: “Grain(&X) means good crops. It sprouts in the second month of the lunar
year and ripens in the eighth month, which is in the middle of the year, and that is why it is pronounced He(KX).”Here it
tells the etymological relationship between “grain(K) and harmony(F/1)”,but taking the cause as the effect. The abstract
idea harmony(#)should be based on the concrete name of grain(’K).There was 3R in the inscriptions on bones or
tortoise shells of the Shang Dynasty, which means praying for harvest with words. So it has mouth([1)in the
grain(K)and is pronounced the same as grain(/K).

Key Words: harmony (fl1); praying for harvest (%); grain( /) [(4REE: JEBE)



