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Abstract The development of image thinking is the internal motivation of the character germination. The origin of the character
begins in the appearance of character. Glyph is the expression of the image, and the glyphs develop with the formation of images.
Finally, they develop into a rounded character system. The pottery marks found at Shuangdun Site are the valuable records made
by our ancestors by embodying the impression of the objective figures in their minds into the incised marks. These marks were
still in the stage of graphs rather than writings, and they might not be the notes of languages, but they implicated the common gene
of Chinese characters and the Taoist thought and the Classic of Changes, which was the “imitation”. During the development
from graphs to the writings, the ideograms and pictograms were all created following the common principle of “imitation”;
ideograms were imitating broader meanings and pictograms were imitating narrower meanings, and ideograms were developed
prior to pictograms, the logic of which matched the real history. Recording impressions of the observed objects, which was the
cognition of the meanings under the image thinking, we named it as “proto-imitation”. It is a metaphysical cognition and the root
of the Chinese Taoist thought.
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