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On the Origin of the Spring Festival and the Legend of Monster

Nian from the Perspective of Exegesis

GE Yun
( School of Chinese Language and Literature of Guangxi University Nanning Guangxi 530004)

Abstract: Chinese New Year or the Spring Festival is the biggest and oldest folk holidays in China. However
the reason why its origin is not familiar to ordinary Chinese people is that the origin on the convention of celebrating
the Spring Festival has not reached a consensus and there are several versions about these folk legends among
which Monster Nian is the most popular one. Combined with the prototype analysis of folklore the paper makes a
textual study of the legend of Monster Nian in terms of the exegesis believing that the legend of Monster Nian is an
explanation of supplemental origin based on some conserved raw materials.
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