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Classification/Distribution of Southwest Mandarin
LI Lan

Abstract The paper discusses classification/distribution of Southwest Mandarin (SM) in four
chapters: 1) SM'’'s features and classification/distribution based on data from dialect
fieldworks; 2) SM’s internal tone types; 3) SM’s 6 clusters and 22 sub-clusters in terms of
tone types and the counts or names of dialect spots in each sub-cluster; and 4) dialect
islands in the SM areas and the SM islands in other groups.

Key words Southwest Mandarin, classification/distribution, tone type, cluster, sub-cluster,
dialect island
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