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Discussion on the Ancient Sacrificial Etiquette from the Perspective of the Ancient Characters
——And on the Origin of Incense-burning Sacrifice

Yang Feng
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273165, China)

Abstract : Some Chinese ancient pictographic characters and ideographic characters record the actual situation of ancient social activities,
and contain rich cultural history information. Ancient characters and ancient sacrificial etiquette are both important carriers of Huaxia civilization, the
early Chinese civilization, and have common cultural factors. Therefore, it is perhaps a more scientific method to examine ancient sacrificial culture
from the perspective of ancient characters with the help of oracle bone inscriptions and inscriptions on ancient bronze objects. Taking the ancient
characters “liao (¥£)” “chai (4£)”“di (#)” “xiang (FF)” as examples, combined with the relevant research results of predecessors, the two—
way interaction between the construction of ancient characters and sacrificial etiquette is specifically analyzed. It is found that the sacrificial etiquette
mode reflected in these ancient characters has been deposited into a collective consciousness and cultural gene, which has had a profound impact on
the incense—burning ceremony in the later generations, and can be said to be the source of the sacrificial etiquette such as incense-burning ceremony.

Key words : ancient characters ; sacrificial etiquette ; incense—burning sacrifice
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