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Abstract: On the basis of the studies by Wang Wenbin this paper attempts to elaborate the typology
of the spatiality in Chinese from the perspectives of thinking pattern word class topic-eomment
structure run-on sentence and complex sentence. It reveals that the non-distinction of noun and verb
paves the way for the under-grammaticalization in Chinese; topic-eomment structure is free from the
constraints of temporality and modal verbs; and its running-on in space gives rise to run-on sen—
tences. It also finds that there are no temporal-adverbial clause markers in Chinese that are similar to

those in English and the components that comprise a complex sentence in Chinese are in a coordina—
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ting relation. All these are the manifestations of the strong spatiality in Chinese which in its turn in-
hibits its advancement to temporality.

Key words: spatiality; non-distinction of noun and verb; topic-comment structure; run-on sentence;
complex sentence
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Tendency [ : Meanings based in the external described situation > meanings based in the
internal ( evaluative /perceptive/cognitive) described situation;

Tendency II: Meanings based in the external or internal described situation > meanings
based in the textual and metalinguistic situation.

Tendency Ill: Meanings tend to become increasingly based in the speaker’ s subjective be—
lief state/attitude towards the proposition.
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b. What happened just now does not matter.
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b. As for the fire
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luckily the firemen came on time to put it out.
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( 14) a. When he arrives the Band will play the National Anthem.

b. If you’ 1l help us

c. If they were alive
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Heine & Kuteva ( 2007: 307)
...it is possible that the Chinese language family had most of all the categories of layer V
and VI at some earlier stage of its development. Alternatively it is equally possible that such

categories never existed in the Chinese language family or in some other languages(
\Y M o
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