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Abstract: China’ s language policy takes both unity and diversity into consideration.
The 5 five-year plans of national language planning and a national strategic blueprint for

medium and long-term language reform and development published by the State Language
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Commission since 1992 are direct and reliable evidences for China’ s language policies.
Analyses of these documents reveal that China’ s language policies remain generally
consistent but changes occur in the descriptions of the nature the social values the
diversities of languages and the contents of language planning tasks. It is also found that
language policies in China are more inclusive about language diversities. Moreover this
paper discusses factors behind China’ s language policies by interviews of 5 key
stakeholders and by explanations of relevant historical background.
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language policies in modern China
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